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SUBJECT: STATEMENT BY FOREIGN MINISTER A.C.S. HAMEED 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER HAMEED GAVE INTERVIEW ON FOREIGN POLICY 
TO SRI LANKA BROADCASTING COMPANY REPORTER.TEXT CARRIED IN 
MARCH 17 ENGLISH LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER DAILY MIRROR 
CONTAINED NO SURPRISES. IT EMPHASIZED SRI LANKA'S 
ORIENTATION TOWARD ECONOMIC POLICY.WHILE HAMEED MENTIONED 
MIDDLE EAST SITUATION.NON- ALIGNED MOVEMENT, AND INDIAN 
OCEAN, OVER TWO-THIRDS OF INTERVIEW WAS DIRECTED TO ECONOMIC 
MATTERS. 

2. TEXT OF HAMEED S INTERVIEW FOLLOWS:. QUOTE: MR.A.C.S. 
HAMEED.FOREIGN MINISTER.SAID HE WAS TAKING STEPS TO CONVENE 
AN URGENT MEETING OF THE 25-MEMBER CO-ORDINATING BUREAU OF 
THE NON-ALGINED COUNTRIES ON THE ISRAELI ATTACK ON SOUTH 
LEBANON. 
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3. HE WAS SPEAKING IN HIS CAPACITY AS SRI LANKA'S 
CHAIRMAN OF THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. 

4. SPEAKING ON THE INDIAN OCEAN ISSUE, MR. HAMEED SAID 

THAT SRI LANKA WAS FOR DEMILITARIZATION AND THE ELIMINATION 
OF GREAT POWER RIVALRY. BUT MR. HAMEED SOUNDED A NOTE OF 
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CAUTION, THAT AFTER DEMILITERIZATION AND THE ELIMINATION OF 
RIVALRY, ALL REGIONAL BORDERING STATES SHOULD ACT WITH A SENSE 
OF RESPONSIBILITY AND SHOULD NOT TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE VACUUM 
THAT WOULD BE CREATED. 

5. HE SAID THAT THERE WERE ECONOMIC GROUPINGS THE WORLD 
OVER, BARRING ASIA. HE CITED THE SOCIALIST BLOC, THE 

ECM, THE CARIBBEAN COMMON MARKET AND SAID THAT EVEN AN 
AFRICAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY WAS TAKING SHAPE. THOUGH 
ASIA TODAY PRODUCED 98 PERCENT OF THE WORLD'S TEA, 90 
PERCENT OF THE WORLD S RUBBER.AND 87 PERCENT OF THE WORLD'S 
OCCONUT.THERE WAS NO TANGIBLE RETURN FOR IT BECAUSE THEY 
IN ASIA HAD NO ECONOMIC GROUPING. 

6. WHEN THEY NEGOTIATED AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
TABLES, WORDS AND PHRASES HAD NO MEANING UNLESS THEY 
POSSESSED ECONOMIC MUSCLE. 

7. MR. HAMF.F.D SAID VERY SOON THE BEST MARKET IN THE 
WORLD WOULD BE THE MIDDLE EAST AND IN THIS CONTEXT SRI 
LANKA WAS IDEALLY SITUATED. IF THEY REMAINED STRICTLY 
NON-ALIGNED, ANDY COUNTRY WOULD LIKE TO COME IN AND 
INVEST. 

8. MR -HAMF.F.D SAID THIS SLOGAN WOULD BE "SEE SRI LANKA 
AND SHOP" BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT WAS INTENT ON OEPNING 
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THE BIGGEST TAX-FREE SHOP WINDOW IN SOUTH EAST ASIA. 

IT WAS THEN THAT THE FREE TRADE ZONE WOULD BECOME A 
LIVING REALITY. 

9. IN CONCLUSION.MR. HAMEED SAID IT WAS THE INTENTION 

OF THE PRESIDENT AND HIS AIM TOO, TO MAKE FOREIGN POLICY 
AN ARM OF ECONOMIC ADVANTAGE. WHILE SRI LANKA WOULD 
BE ALIVE TO ALL POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE WORLD, 

AND WOULD CONTRIBUTE ITS MITE TO THE SETTLEMENT OF 
VARIOUS ISSUES AND PROBLEMS, HE WOLD SET OUT TO ENSURE 
THAT THEIR FOREIGN POLICY BECAME AN ARM OF ECONOMIC 
ADVANTAGE. END QUOTE. 
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